
T HE  B REMERTON  FOODLINE          

SUMMER  2010  

PLACING NUTRITIOUS FOOD ON THE  TABLE, ONE FAMILY AT A TIME. 

       You see the sign when you walk in 

the door of the food bank lobbyé  

òAll Who Come Are Welcome Hereó. 

      I have felt very welcome since      

assuming the permanent position of 

Executive Director May 1
st

. 

      After more than 10 years of            

volunteering and serving in various 

capacities on the Board of Directors, I 

decided that I would see what it was like to be a part of 

the staff that makes the Bremerton Foodline operate every 

day.  

     These are some big footsteps to follow in as Executive 

Director.  I want to thank the board for their confidence 

and to all of you that offered congratulations and sup-

port.  I hope you will stop by soon to see what we are do-

ing, thereõs something new every day! 

     The Bremerton Foodline is more than just one person.  

It is an awesome Team of people!  Your part - time staff 

works in a full - time way to accomplish myriads of reports, 

maintaining the food supplies, interfacing with our part-

ner agencies and stores, and, most importantly, working 

with the clients.  The staff canõt do the work without the 

help of volunteers including friends like you and people 

from every part of the community.  In any one day, we 

need to have at least 15 to 20 people just to prepare the 

food, stock the shelves, and serve the clients.  Some days 

thatõs a challenge but we feel blessed by the many people 

who help us throughout the year.  

      When I was asked what I was going to put in this 

newsletter, it took me a while to think of what I wanted to 

say.  My message to you is this,  

     Be a part of the welcoming committee here and join a 

great bunch of people helping others!   Whether you are 

repackaging food, sorting the donations,  working in our 

gardens, or taking a senior clientõs food to their bus, itõs 

all good!  

 From My Heart to Yours 

 

 

  
Patti   Peterson -Executive Director        

COME  JOIN  THE  T EAM ! 

Stamp Out Hunger 

We are happy to report that the National Association 
of Letter Carriersõ food drive was a rousing success.  
We had volunteers from the Kiwanis Club, Ebenezer 
Church, Key Club and the Washington Youth Acad-
emy in addition to the volunteers from St. Vincent 
DePaul, Salvation Army and the Bremerton       
Foodline. 

What does it take to put 52,000 pounds of food on 
the shelves of three local food banks?  It starts with 
the generosity of our neighbors putting out bags of 
food for their local postal carrier to pick up.  The 
postal carriers make extra trips and work long hours 
to pick up all the donations in addition to delivering 
mail.  There are volunteers standing by at the local 
post offices to help unload the postal trucks and to 
help our drivers load the food onto our trucks.  Our 
drivers bring the food back here and our volunteers 
unload it into shopping carts, 4x4 totes and begin the 
sorting process.  All the food is sorted into canned 
and dry, boxed and stacked on pallets for storage.  
This year we had  106 volunteers working in our 
parking lot for a total of 531 man hours. 

The board members from the Bremerton Foodline 
provided both a lunch and dinner of hamburgers, 
hotdogs and all the fixings.  The weather was      
absolutely gorgeous and truly fit the joy of the day.   

We would like to again thank our postal carries, 
volunteers and donors for making this food drive 
such a  success! 
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The 2010 Bremerton Party promises to be an evening filled with fun, food, and enter-
tainment that benefits both the Bremerton Foodline and the East Bremerton Rotary 
charities.  Did you receive your òSave The Dateó postcard?  If not, hereõs the latest 
scoop...  
  
The theme this year is òA Night To Rememberó and the party will begin on Saturday, 
September 25 at seven oõclock in the evening at the Norm Dicks building in downtown 
Bremerton.  We are once again offering Valet parking thanks to the Rotarians so you 
will be able to drive up to the door and be assured that your vehicle is safely parked 
and ready for you later.  Parking will also be available at the Kitsap Bank offices 
parking lot located on 6 th  and Pacific Ave.  
  
Each guest will be greeted with a complimentary glass of champagne and a chocolate 
treat.  You will enjoy the òStarry, Starry Nightó d®cor as you listen to the soothing 
sounds of music from the patio as you browse the Silent Auction tables.    
Hungry?  Be sure to visit our òTasteó tables where local restaurants will be offering 
tastes of featured foods and donõt forget to vote for the òBest of the Partyó!  This year, 
we are also introducing a òBattle of the Chefsó presentation where you can watch two 
teams of Naval Culinary experts preparing a tasty dish using the ingredients given in 
food baskets at the Bremerton Foodline.  
  
Thirsty?  The party beverage service will include Pacific Northwest wines and beers as 
well as coffee and water at no -host bar stations throughout the venue.  Our beverage 
stations will stay open until 10:30 p.m. so you can enjoy your favorite beverage.  
  
The feature event is our Live Auction with fabulous items for your bidding pleasure.  
This is an event that will fund both the Bremerton Foodline and the East Bremerton 
Rotary charities so we hope you will find something you just canõt live without.  This 
year we are looking forward to an improved the sound system  and we have also 
added a closed circuit TV so that guests can sit in the main chamber or on the patio to 
join in the bidding.  
 
After the Live Auction and announcement of the winners of the Chefõs Battle and òBest 
ofó voting, you can dance the night away to the tunes of our band and savor the pleas-
ure of òA Night To Rememberó. 
  
You can purchase tickets through the Bremerton Foodline or from a Rotary member.  
Of course, we welcome anyone to assist us with the event, just ask.  We hope to see you 
there!  
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Tanya had been struggling with methamphetamine addiction for many years prior to 
first coming through the doors of Bremerton Foodline. She had many trials and tribu-
lations including domestic violence and homelessness. She is a single mother of two 
and was on the verge of losing custody of her children when she first came to us. She 
walked in with tears streaming down her face. She had no income and no way to feed 
her two children. She said that she didn't want food for herself only for her children. 
She and the director at the time had a long talk. She left with her head higher, tears 
gone.  She now had food for her children and the knowledge that she was no longer 
alone.  When she speaks of the first visit, she talks about the desperation she felt 
walking in and the hope she felt walking out.  
 

The next time she came to us she was doing a bit better, still struggling with addiction but enrolled in Kitsap Com-
munity Resources Community Jobs Program. Through that program she came to work for us as an office assistant. 
She performed her duties well and seemed to be on the road to a better life.   She still needed the food assistance 
from Bremerton Foodline but she seemed to be feeling better and better about herself and her situation. She even-
tually got a full time job at an appliance store, but two months after starting work there, she relapsed and went full 
tilt back into her methamphetamine addiction.  
  
Tanya struggled in and out of her addiction for many years, she says she "finally hit bottom" when she lost custody 
of her two beautiful children and had been homeless for over a year. She says that "life was almost not worth living 
anymore" and "I didn't love myself anymore". She was emotionally and spiritually broken. She soon went into 
Chemical dependency inpatient treatment and says she came out a "new person" 28 days later. She came into our 
office thanking us all for being there for her when she needed us most. She continued to attend outpatient treatment 
and has gotten her life pieced back together. She has custody of her two wonderful children, attends Olympic Col-
lege, attends church regularly and volunteers when she can. She has been clean and sober for over four and a half 
years and continues to live life "one day at a time". She comes in to say hello every now and again to thank us for 
"opening our doors to her when everyone else had shut theirs". " 
  
In her own wordsé. 
  
 I want to thank every single one of you for showing me that people really do care, for believing in me when I didn't know how.   I 
work at Cascade Recovery Center now and refer many clients to you on a daily basis. When they are struggling and don't know 
where to turn, I tell them there is a place to go and you can just see some of the stress lifted from their souls.  I tell them that no 
one judges them there, that they will not be put to shame for their situations, because that's what it is, situations in life, it does 
not define their life and who they are unless they give up.. 
  
Bremerton Foodline is one of the greatest places in Kitsap County. I have brought my kids there and taught them to give back to 
the community in every way they can, because someday it might be them that needs the help. I encourage everyone to do what they 
can for Bremerton Foodline, because if they cannot be there for the tired, the poor and the hungry, then who will? 
 
We are so very proud to know Tanya and to have played a small role in her regaining her life.  As always, we are 
grateful to our donors for allowing us the opportunity to help people like Tanya and her children. 

T HEN  WHO  WILL ? 

 CLIENT  PROFILE     
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Bremerton Foodline Team  
Patti Peterson ñExecutive Director  

Rachel McLeodñSupervisor of Operations  

Susan RobinsonñOffice and Outreach Coordinator  

Tim Streutker ñDriver  

Contact Information  

1600 12th Street, P.O. Box 824  

Bremerton, WA   98337  

(360)479 -6188 (agency)  

(360)479 - 2783 (fax)  

Office Hours:  Mon ñFri 9:00 ñ2:00 pm  

Back to School  

Saturday, August 21st  

The Bremerton Foodline is holding its 3rd 

annual back to school day benefitting local 

school kids.  We are asking for donations of  

gently used clothing ranging in size from      

5-18, school supplies, backpacks & new 

socks.  If you would be interested in helping 

with this project, please call and let us know!  

V OLUNTEER  SPOTLIGHT  

Summer Nutrition Program 

June 21st - August 30th  

Project Goal :  To provide supplemental  food for 

families with children suitable for preparation by  
children in a home environment.  Bags to serve 2 
children up to a maximum of 2 bags per family will 
be provided with the family monthly basket along 
with a flyer listing free lunch sites provided by the 

Bremerton School District.  

BAG CONTENTS: 

Canned Fruit or Fruit Cups - 2 cans or 6 cups 

Top Ramen- 9 individual serving packs 

Peanut Butter- 1 jar 

Cereal-1 box or 8 individual servings  

Juice or Water- 2 large or 8 individual size 

Ravioli or Pasta Rings- 4 cans 

Tuna- 4 cans 

Granola Bars or Snack Crackers -6 to 8 individual 

packages 

Bonus Items (as available):  1 loaf of white sliced 
bread, 1 jar of jelly, cheese and crackers, instant 

oatmeal packets and chips. 

We are very fortunate here at the Bremerton Foodline to 
have a wonderful group of volunteers that come to us through 
Bremerton High School. 

These kids come over any where from 2 to 5 times a week  
and work for about 45 minutes.  The program is designed to 
help them learn life skills to help them after graduation.  It is 
absolutely amazing what they are able to accomplish in that 
amount of time.  They repackage dog food, cat food, diapers 
and toiletries, sweep floors, sort food and move crates. 

They are always excited to come  here and work.   It is has 
been a wonderful partnership and one we hope lasts far into 
the future.  We look forward to seeing them again next fall! 

Thank you! 

Ethan Hunkin 

Mason Johnson 

Cami Amo 

Megan MacDonald  

Chasity Tudela 

Patti Kilanowski - Teacher 

 

SUMMER KIDS PROJECTS  
We have been privileged to help 2,345 individual households in the first 5 months of this year.  These 
households account for 2,245 children.  While the summer is a time of joy for children it also means they 
no longer have the same access to the meal programs provided by their schools.  In an effort to help 
these children we have 2 summer programs, the Summer Nutrition Program and the Back To School 
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Come join the us at a Kitsap County 
Bluejackets game ! 

Bremerton Foodline Night - JULY 24th  

Tickets are only $5 each. 
Half of the proceeds for 
each ticket we sell benefit 
the Bremerton Food Bank 
Summer Nutrition Pro-
gram. To purchase tickets 
call 479-6188.  You can 
sponsor individual tickets 
or enough tickets for a 
night of fun for a family.  
The tickets can be used at any (except Opening 
Day & 4th of July) of the 2010 regular season 
games which began  on June 4th. The tickets may 
also be used to upgrade to Stadium Select          
Reserved seats. 

There will also be an opportunity drawing for a 19 
inch flat screen LCD HDTV, donated to us to sup-
port the Summer Nutrition Program. Tickets are 
$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.  The winner will be an-
nounced at the game and posted on our website 
www.bremertonfoodline.org  

The Kitsap Car Cruz, produced by the Bremerton 
Downtown Association, was held on Saturday 
May 29th 2010. The event was a great success, 
Car enthusiasts paid a $15 entry fee, $10 of 
which was donated to the Bremerton Foodline- 
garnering a $600 donation.  Many thanks to the 
Bremerton Downtown Association, all the local 
ŎŀǊ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ ά¢Ƙŀǘ IŀƛǊ 
tƭŀŎŜέ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Save the date!!!!  
  Saturday, OCT 23 rd  2010  
The 2 nd Annual Empty Bowl Dinner  to bene-
fit the clients of the Bremerton Foodline will 
be help at Summit Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, 403 S. Summit Ave., Bremerton, 
WA, 98312.  

Community Volunteers and local artists are 
creating individual works of art in the shape 
of dinner bowls.  Hundreds of volunteer 
hours are donated to shape these bowls ei-
ther by hand or on a wheel and then the 
bowls are painted or dipped to create a one 
of a kind work of art.   Imagine affordable 
art - for only $10 per person you will have 
an opportunity to choose a beautiful bowl, 
yours to keep, and you get dinner.  Choose 
between soup, stew or chili, bread and bev-
erages are included with your meal.  

We are also soliciting donations for a silent 
auction including things such as:  

�W�L�F�N�H�W�V�����J�L�I�W���F�D�U�G�V�����F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���W�R�\�V�����\�R�X�U���D�U�W��
work, games, gift food packs, and more!  

We hope to see you there!!!  


