
T HE  B REMERTON  FOODLINE          
W INTER  2009  

PLACING NUTRITIOUS FOOD ON THE  TABLE, ONE FAMILY AT A TIME. 

WELCOME!!!   

  The Board of Directors is pleased to introduce Kathryn Thayer, 
our new  Executive Director.   Kathy comes to us after many 
years working with the local Girl Scout regional organization.  
While we had many applicants for the Executive Director        
position, Kathy impressed the board with her commitment and 
compassion. 

Kathy began working on Oct. 15th.  Plan on dropping by to meet 
her.  The board will be working with Kathy over the next few 
months to help with the challenges of the annual Holiday events 
as well as learning the day-to-day business.   We hope you plan 
ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

Stan Williams, Board President                                                                                                                 

  AND FAREWELL!!!  

Ȱ4Ï ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÔÉÍÅȟ  a season and a purpose...".  Even the 
most wonderful of journeys in life must come to an end.  So it is true 
for me. 

I felt honored to be chosen to serve the Bremerton Foodline as its 
Executive Director for the past three years.  Few beyond my           
immediate family have a sense of how deeply this role touched me.   I 
witnessed the agony and fear our clients felt when they entered our 
doors and felt their struggle as they did their best to make peace with 
life's changing circumstances.  I cried with them, held many hands, 
and shared many victories.  In time, I became one voice among many 
leaders in our community, calling attention to the basic needs of our 
neighbors.  While we often were able to meet the immediate need for 
food, there were also many other times when sadly, clients left with 
bags of groceries but  far deeper needs still outside their grasp. 

To work with Susan, Rachel and Tim was perhaps the greatest honor 
of all.  Still, as a mother and wife commuting from Poulsbo each day,  
I  felt torn.  I knew that my season at the Bremerton Foodline had 
come to an end to allow for my family's needs.  

 As I move on, I would only ask that you always remember that this is 
your foodbank.  This is your house of hope, where everyone is       
welcome.  In that spirit, please make way for a new Executive Direc-
tor to build on my work and the many volunteers and leaders before 
me.  We were simply chosen for a brief time to hold this important 
work in our care for a while.  The Bremerton Foodline belongs to all 
of us...and in that spirit, I wish you farewell, goodness and blessings. 

                  Peace,  Monica Bernhard                                                                              

 T HE  SEASON  OF CHANGE  

(ÅÒÅȭÓ +ÁÔÈÙ ÁÔ ÈÅÒ ÄÅÓË ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ 
lead our foodbank through our 
next holiday season!  Contact her 
at  360-479-6188 or email her at 
director@bremertonfoodline.net 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

This year our holiday basket 

assembly days are :  

Saturday, November 21st  

Saturday, December 19th ,  

Both days we will start  at 9:30 and plan  

to be finished around noon..   

Please call to let us know you are coming; 
ask for Kathy or Patti.  We need to have you 
call so we can be sure to have enough 
snacks for everyone!  We are limited in 
space so we would like no more than 150 
people for each day.  Please dress warmly 
with sturdy shoes.  All children under the age 
of 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 

If you want to bring a snack, please let us 
know when you call! 



òWhat if the healing of 
the world utterly de-
pends on the ten-

thousand invisible kind-
nesses we offer   simply 
and quietly throughout 

the pilgrimage of        
each human life?ó  

Wayne Muller 

 

If you missed our first major fundraising event, we want to assure you that it was truly a gala time at the 
Norm Dicks Governance Center on the 19th of September.  Over 225 guests arrived to a glass of          
ÃÈÁÍÐÁÇÎÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÃÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅ ÔÒÕÆÆÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ Ȱ!ÍÙȭÓ $ÅÃÁÄÅÎÔ #ÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅȱȢ  4ÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÔÁÃÕÌÁÒ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÅÔ 
ÔÈÅ ÍÏÏÄ ÏÆ Á ÔÒÁÎÑÕÉÌ !ÓÉÁÎ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢ  !Ó ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÅÄȟ ÅÁÃÈ ÇÕÅÓÔ ÓÁÍÐÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ȰÔÁÓÔÅÓȱ 
served by local restaurants and catering professionals.   Each of these businesses donated their time and 
ÆÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ Ȱ!ÍÂÒÏÓÉÁ #ÁÔÅÒÉÎÇ #ÏȢȱȟ Ȱ!ÍÙȭÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÙȱȟ Ȱ"ÅÌÌÁ "ÅÌÌÁ #ÕÐÃÁËÅÓȱȟ Ȱ#ÁÆï 
"ÅÌÌÁȱȟ Ȱ)ÓÌÁÎÄ *ÁÍÚȱȟ Ȱ/ÌÙÍÐÉÃ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ #ÕÌÉÎÁÒÙ !ÒÔÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȱȟ ȱ4ÁÑÕÅÒÉÁ ,ÏÓ #ÁÚÁÄÏÒÅÓȱȟ ÁÎÄ Ȱ4ÈÅ 
0ÁÔÉÏȱȢ   'ÕÅÓÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÖÏÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ"ÅÓÔ 4ÁÓÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÔÙȱ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ #ÈÅÆȭÓ ËÎÉÆÅ ×ÁÓ 
Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÔÏ Ȱ4ÁÑÕÅÒÉÁ ,ÏÓ #ÁÚÁÄÏÒÅÓȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÁÓÔÅÓ ÏÆ #ÁÍÁÒÏÎÅÓ ÁÌ -ÏÊÏȟ &ÁÊÉÔÁÓ #ÁÒÎÉÔÁÓȟ 
and Chile Verde.  Musical  entertainment for the event came in the form of four different groups.  Prior to 
ÔÈÅ ,ÉÖÅ !ÕÃÔÉÏÎȟ Á ÔÒÉÏ ÏÆ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃÁÌ ÇÕÉÔÁÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ Ȱ7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ -ÕÓÉÃ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙȱ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒȟ 
ÔÈÅ Ȱ"ÒÅÍÅÒÔÏÎ 3ÙÍÐÈÏÎÙ 1ÕÁÒÔÅÔȱ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÒÉÕÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÎÄ Ȱ3ÉÌÖÅÒÐÏÒÔ 3ÏÕÎÄȱ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ 
Ó×ÉÎÇ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÔÉÏȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÌÙ ,ÁÔÉÎ ÓÁÌÓÁ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÏÆ Ȱ4ÒÏÍÂÁÎÇÁȱ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ 
party closed. 

The fundraising focused on Live and Silent Auctio ns plus 3 Opportunity Drawings where a guest could    
purchase a chance to win a 32 inch Flat Screen Television, a model pedal car, or beautiful jewelry.  All    
ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔ "ÒÅÍÅÒÔÏÎ 2ÏÔÁÒÙȢ  'ÕÅÓÔÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÅÌÅÃÔ Á ÔÁÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ Ȱ'ÉÖÉÎÇ 
4ÒÅÅȱ ÔÏ ÆÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ "ÒÅÍÅÒÔÏÎ &ÏÏÄÌÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ  Á ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÂÁÓËÅÔȟ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÄÉÁÐÅÒÓȟ ÅÔÃȢȢ   

It takes a lot of work to make a successful fundraiser.  We are grateful for our partner, the East           
Bremerton Rotary, the sponsors, the business donors that provided food, music, and auction items and  
of course, the many volunteers that made this event possible.  By the time you read this newsletter, we 
×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÒÅÍÅÒÔÏÎ #ÉÔÙ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÉÎÖÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ "ÒÅÍÅÒÔÏÎ 0ÁÒÔÙ 
in September 2010.  There will only be 300 tickets sold.  

 Will  you  be  there  to  join  the  party?  
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Compassion Generosity 

Check out our Websites! 

We continue to have a great web presence both with our own website, www.bremrtonfoodline.org 
and the event website for The Bremerton Party, www.bremertonparty.org.   

Thanks to Michael Benefiel and Michelle Nunez for keeping us in the public eye.  These web-
sites are works in progress.  At the Bremerton Foodline site you will find contact information, hours 
of operations, donation items, community partners, upcoming event information, a Directorõs blog, 
our 2008 Annual Report and our most current newsletter.  An additional feature added this spring is 
the ability to use PayPal to make online donations.  Of course, the party site is event focused so it 
will not be updated again until next spring.   

 We would welcome your suggestions and comments regarding what you would like to see posted 
on the website.  Please direct email to director@bremertonfoodline.net. 
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T HE  HOLIDAYS  ARE  

COMING . . .ALREADY ? 

Once summer draws to a close, our agency turns 
its attention toward the holiday season and by   
September we have placed our turkey orders.    
The number of families we expect to serve for both  
holidays will total more than 1600 families.    
Thankfully, we receive countless donations of    
turkeys, holiday food, and more each year from the 
community.  To help offset our rising costs of   
transportation and food, coupled  with reduced 
funding from federal and                                         
state programs, we are                                                   

making this special request: 

 

Here are a few ways you can help out this upcoming 

holiday season:    

Make a special contribution for our holiday bas-
kets:   $12 will buy one turkey for a local family and 
$30 will supply a complete holiday food basket.     

Host a special dinner at your church or home and 
ask guests to ñbuyò a turkey or holiday basket by 
making a donation to the Bremerton Foodline.   

Purchase a turkey , ham or whole chicken at the 
corner grocer and drop it off.  We will store it in the 
freezer until the holidays.  As the holidays approach, 
stores offer turkeys and hams at low prices as ñloss 
leadersò when sold individually.   Consider taking  
advantage of the ñ10 for $10 salesò at our partner 
groceries such as Albertsonôs, QFC on Kistap Way, 
and the East Bremrton Safeway.  Shop quantity  
discount grocery stores like our partner Grocery 
Outlet in East Bremerton to pick up a few cans of 
vegetables.. 

Coordinate a food drive to collect non-perishable 
food ,  personal hygiene products, or household  
necessities like toilet paper.  If  you need a barrel, 
we can drop one off  and pick it up when it is filled.  
Please contact Patti or Kathy at 479-6188 or email 
director@bremertonfoodline.net (enter HOLIDAY in 
the subject line of your email) for assistance in  
planning your drive. 

Consider giving a gift  of new toys or clothes for 
our client families.  We have a gift shop for families 
where they can select one gift for each child that is 
fully supported by generous donors each year.  
Each year we have been blessed with footballs, 
dolls, games, and other toys to brighten a childôs 
heart. 

  B ACK  TO  SCHOOL  D AY   

The Bremerton Foodline held 

its annual back to school day 

on Saturday, August 16th, 

benefitting more than 152 

local school kids.  Thanks to 

donations of clothing and 

school  supplies from our community, we 

provided packages of grade appropriate   

supplies and tables of clothing ranging in 

size from 5 -18.  Parents and children alike 

were delighted to get a little help for school.  

Thanks to Rachel and her countless number 

of volunteers and donors, we count this as 

our biggest and best Back -to-School Day 

ever! 

V OLUNTEER  SPOTLIGHT  

In the fall of 2008 we featured our volunteer, 
Helen Jett.  A volunteer for nearly six years, 
Helen manages our clothing closet, which    
provides men, 
women, and       
childrenõs clothing 
free of charge to the 
families we serve.  
òThese are good  
people...and   I love 
working and the 
chance to talk with 
them.  They know 
me and know that I 
am there for them.ó   
We are so glad she is 
here.  

We are happy to report that Helen Jett was 
honored recently as a Volunteer of the Year by 
the Bremerton Chamber of Commerce.       

Congratulations to Helen for this  recognition of 
her special service. 
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Client  Service Update  

It seems as though we set a new òrecordó 

for client service every so often.  We     

recently served over 104 households on 

a busy end - of - the -month day. Demand 

for food increases at month end as   

people await paychecks, social security, 

and food stamps.  More families have 

faced the loss of a job, unemployment 

benefits, or even reduced work hours as 

our economy continues to struggle.   

In October we served 1,339 households 

which translates to about 3,900 people.  

In that month we gave out approxi-

mately 60,600 pounds of food including 

nutritious produce, meat, staple     

products, bread, and packaged foods.  

Our total service for the year is          

currently over 38,941 individuals.  

We can serve  our clients with the help of 

our communityé churches, schools, 

businesses, and people just like you who 

bring us food or give us money to pur-

chase food  and personal hygiene   

products.  

We can serve our clients because of 

countless donated hours of labor to   

repackage, sort, stock, and serve         

clients .  Our volunteers are friends and 

neighbors in the community in ages 

ranging from Camp Fire youth in      

elementary and Middle Schools, High 

School  students, single people and 

families that take time out of their busy 

week to stop by to help, and seniors who 

are retired but understand the value in 

helping others..  

 Thank you for your continued support! 

And generosity!  Rest assured that we 

spend our money wisely and with great 

care !  

   The staff of the Bremerton  Foodline  

Who Are Those People Anyway?  

Last year we printed an article regarding our        
customers.  I thought we would update that article 
with a few brief profiles on the customers we see 
coming to us for help right now.  ñThose peopleò are 

reflected in these brief snapshots. 

Those people ...include a woman who lost her job 
and has applied to numerous businesses that have a 
sign in the window ñtaking applicationsò only to find 
out that they donôt have open positions at all.  She 
had her phone turned off for non-payment and    
wonders how anyone will be able to call her if they 

do have an opening. 

Those people ...are the 18 year old girl that comes in 
after weeks of ñcouch surfingò who was told to leave 
the parents home on her 18th birthday.  We refer 
these young people to ñOasisò if they are willing to 
sign on with a case manager to work on shelter and 

training to start a new life of responsibility. 

Those people ...are the seniors who canôt afford 
medication or a young mom working full time at  
minimum wage jobs and struggling to avoid       
bankruptcy as she pays off mounting medical bills. 

How can they afford to eat? 

Those people ...work at our grocery stores, drive our 
buses, serve our burgers, clean our homes, assist 
our teachers, and care for our aging parents.  They 
receive a minimal wage but have to pay the same 
costs that you and I do for gas, electricity, rent, and 

more. 

And yes...those people are also the homeless be-
hind  K-mart, under the Warren Avenue bridge, and 
staying at county parks.  We serve them with food 
bags, refer them to partner agencies when we can, 
and give them encouragement to go forward to meet 
their next challenges.  If we did our job, each of them 
was greeted with a smile and found some hope 

tucked in with their food.  

In our lobby you will now see a mural gracing our 
walls.  It says, ñAll who come are welcomeò.  Please 
see the article and picture on the next page and stop 

by to see the mural and visit.  You are welcome too! 

Patti Peterson 

Member of the Board of Directors and Volunteer   
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Bremerton Foodline Team  

Kathy Thayer ðExecutive Director  

Rachel McLeod ðSupervisor of Operations  

Susan Robinson ðOffice and Outreach Coordinator  

Tim Streutker ðDriver  

Stan Williams ðPresident, Board of Directors 

(Volunteer)  

Contact Information  

1600 12th Street, P.O. Box 824  

Bremerton, WA   98337  

(360)479-6188 (agency)  

(360)479-2783 (fax) 

GO GREEN!  Help us save postage and sign 
up to receive our newsletter electronically.  If 

you are interested, please email our office.  

This newsletter is written and printed at the    
Bremerton Foodline, thanks to a color printer     
donated for this purpose.  It is intended to show 
you, our donors,  how your financial and volunteer 
assistance makes a difference locally.   If you 
would prefer not to receive these newsletters or 
other communications in the future, please call :  

Susan  Robinson at  479 -6188, or email                         
susanrobinson@bremertonfoodline.net  

THE EMPTY BOWL 

On October 24th the Summit Avenue Church held 
the ñEmpty Bowlò event to bring together members 
of the community to share in a bowl of soup and 
bread. The purpose was two fold; first to recognize 
that many in our community have very little to eat 
and secondly that we can make a difference.  All 
summer long dedicated volunteers worked with 
ñClaywerksò on Callow Avenue to create ceramic 
bowls, some shaped by hand and some thrown on 
a pottery wheel.  They were decorated with glaze 
and fired.  These bowls were a symbolic gift to each 
person attending the soup dinner.  Thanks to the 
many volunteers making the bowls, preparing the 

soup, and serving it was a successful event! 

The picture below is the board Treasurer and chair-
person, Barbara Stark, presenting a souvenir photo 
album to the owner of Claywerks,  Angela 

Perryman. 

DONOR BUSINESSES 

We ask that you consider patronizing these 
businesses whose partnership we enjoy.  They 
help us provide services and products along 
with encouragement and smiles! 
Claywerks 
Albertsons, East Bremerton 
Safeway, East Bremerton 
QFC, West Bremerton 
Central Market 
Starbucks (downtown and East Bremerton) 
Grocery Outlet 
Dollar Tree of East Bremerton 
East Bremerton Rotary 
Pizza Hut of West Bremerton 
Look in our next edition for more partners!  

 

Thanks to Bennie & Jeanne Baucham for  

our new wall mural!  



U NITED  W AY   

AND  COMBINED  FEDERAL  CAMPAIGN  

Phone: 360-479-6188 
Fax: 360-479-2783 

Email: director@bremertonfoodline.net   
www.bremertonfoodline.org 

NONPROFIT ORG 
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BREMERTON  WA 

PERMIT NO. 7 

Just a thoughté 

òIf you cannot feed a hundred 
people, then feed just one.ó 

  Mother Theresa 

Your support of the United Way and the Combined Federal campaigns truly makes a   

difference...not just to the Bremerton Foodline, but to all the outstanding agencies you 

choose to support across Kitsap County.  

Your trust is important to us at the Bremerton Foodline and we pride ourselves in run-

ning a lean operation so that we can maximize services to those in need in our community.  

We ask that you consider designating our agency as a recipient of your contributions 

this year...but whether you designate Bremerton Foodline or not...we simply appreciate 

your participation in these important community campaigns.   

 

 

If you would like more detailed financial or operational information about our agency, please contact the     

Executive Director to request a copy of our most recent Annual Report.  Even better, we invite you to schedule 

a tour of our agency so you can see firsthand how your support makes a difference!  

 

CFC #  31086  

CFC #  31086 

Bremerton Foodline 
 P.O. Box 824 

Bremerton, WA   98337 


